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To the familiaries, relations, friends, of the {allen,

Huran pfty and gratefulness Teelings gu'de o 6o you,
our Allies,in th's war against any forw of fasc’ st tyranny,Tor
whor: [ rethered these carvivg mer nr’ﬁs o1t tie sperifice ol vour
relatiora, 56711 [ think that hunan pity and  ratefulness fee_
linzs woui% not be nobly acanm«iw%ﬁe@ iT I would forret to re__

merber and to make wore consyd cusua,auon such a v c:03 partd
culars,tie Suby that the follen in the present c<prx~~a enjoin
Lo @ny furovean to deo,in order to the'y wmarbyrden do vol revain
stert

This Duty,d r*“*nhﬂpﬂ,arﬁaeq frov the sorrow of vouy

fallen,irom the wr*ﬂf of their vod i o8 cruglly huruev in Lue’r
shirvp'“"ovth ser res from the ~roan of the*r lasli praver which
from the %Lcoﬂw woed agnends ati Ll towerds the heaven uTOPit’&
ting for vou,fer ftaly,lor the world, of by srance enyuody ~ighb
heve been reay the d\*nﬁq and ~i~ht have galhered ur“?r marewe
sichs, ne would teriaw% red resrd tk%t ;uty translated *n such

2 prayer § *

Yo,no ! [t wes not a vision when in the even~u ry ¥hen
we were still bebies, asleep in our robher’s bosom, & 3t v oap
ﬁeuxeo in our freama,th?~n ug 2 ar lsu $trﬁwn~ Y th ﬁ”“fh
sh!nine in the sun, liched by bthe weves of three secs; lund which
~a¥§-e«ma&uﬁ*w»ea~f&a%Jw*9*&r€u&e &aé en fhﬂch o -gey Lol flowep ef
our }Cuui should be cut off,

Ch Ged, Thou *es*y 1that the old vigton of ours be bt ey
drears wers vwr~f*nﬁ-'r~ ve %“1;, on th's Lnfzaw lend, fn this
territle rioht , ve are dyinz, That Thou hest desiro 1y ®e thine
obedient crestures sser!fiec cur blood fr holocai b of ilaly anc
of the world,

wot our seerifice will be uqelch, f " Fascisrus " &nd
hig " oncr:%w"t aceomplices ", th cause"of our ceath end dés_
trueti on®, will not ceasc Tor ever {:} torture the tircd, exsusted
italxan peoﬁie and the worl ‘n rourn‘ng; sterile sacriifce !

Libert¥ and the * Quotidian hresd * nct becoze agein Lhe
rezson of 19fe and means of rainienance,

Ynow the quick gather the fruit of our sacrif ce

VTery soon, Lord,we will he ir thy powerful zr=s, by

hed ug to the 'get in order
ag
'@

i

ol

reasor of the virtves which have rus
"LL lestroy thy emeries” snd"bo »'ve bzck the f,szt

al egoods" singe very long torn =ney from thine c:
vielenh av7 wicked men,

}s. L;'Q. H...tb__
stures by

e, elacted %y T™ou for the surrene sacri{’ce, we bLhank
Thou,for heving conferred to 't ¢ soral afentfication, )
m@, ‘that our sasrifice »ay save and perfect the hmmanity!l
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Oronic historical diary of an 8nglish plane,fallen near
Polverara,3pezia Province,during the second wordly war [939- 1945,

D

November 24th (943,

On November,in the even%ng,dur% s a violent storm,the Folve_
rara countrynen had_ been manﬁ t¥mes attracted by an accented rum,
bling of glanes.a&%l*ng in the rain,wind and thunders,

At 21,30 hrs.about,sone countrymen of Torre (Polverara) still
awsk,advised a roarin§ coming not far way. They observed and they
saw flashes of light in direction of “onle Croce,

A few mimutes afterwards, a group of Torre’s countrymen,went
tow%rgsighat direction,in order to succour if eventually anybody
vante "

As soon as they arrived near the flashes of light,they sau
clearly that a plane had fallen., They could scarcely proceed,in &
straitened manner in account of the explosion of the projeciiles,
of the violence of the storm,of the ?* ch dark,of the heat,caused
by fire,the flames of shich with their reverberation augrented the
horror of the scene,

On the same night at 20,30 hrs,,one hour before the happened,on the
chain of the mountains al Polverara west,near Bovecchio,Hicco del
Golfo'’s fraction,an other fire was noted,

November 25th 1943,

At the breah of day,in a space of a hundred square meters
about,rather irregular end woody,fraguenis,broken pieces of a pla_
ne aggeared dispersed here and there,curled up for the shock and
for the exploston, [ take some snap shots of the scene,but in ac_
count of the thick fog the films are not marked, _

From the board books it was easy to know bhat the plane,fal_
len in locality " Venturello " at north east of Polverara,on the
path,zoing to ‘onte Croce,was of Englgsh Nationality.

Under a marrow path called"De 1'’aeta di fanti™,three aviotors,
dead,at a shert distance one from another,over a bush,lied down in
pﬁt*ful cordi tfons ,Among these three fallen,one had & banded hand with
sauget that means that he was wounded before falling,

Above the path the dead body of a forth aviator lied down in
pt ti ful conditions also for a gesh “n a flakk,

A fifth ggad bodg hes been found in the carling: he lied
resting his head: the addomen,a leg and an-erm were carbonized; a
hand was hig% r%ised. . . ¢ khs Limd 2 ha B

Amo ooks, maguzines,and & map © e Liguria,a car 8 been
found of g%ﬂ. St £h’s family or relat?vea addres%%

rs, W, H, Smith Pelton Cottage
Henley Grovge Fhydd .
n orne
A z(m XN Ry L. Azllfn%' t ghbouring vi 11
eal crowd star o arrive from the ne'ghbouring vilillages,
The Rice%rdel Golfo carabinieri were a few hours a?%erwar3§ %nfor%ed
%n%lhhey arrived a I o'clock in the afternoon to take care of the
allen,

%
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November 26th 1943,

During all the day as a procession continued the afflux of the
people from Vara,Foce, Chiappa,dpezia: from any side run up boys,
young, men,women,old, Everybody had for the fallen words and expres_
sions of human ?it{; everybody had in his soul the sense of love
for those who die to make a better world arise,

During all the day,no disposition arrived by the German authori_
ties to identify and ‘nhume the deat bodies,For three nights still
the stars,gouring out their gracious light on the cold bodies of
the sky’s heros,will substitute the extreme cares,

By an youngman of a village near Polverara,(Beverino) a sheet of
peper was found on which was #ritten the name,the rank,of the five
aviators,the cipher and the derivation of the plane,

I transcribe exactly and entirely:

SQUADRON Q. T. A/c NU'BER H. Z. 694 Lett. F= I8 - 19/11.43/.
CAPTAIN S, G. T. BETTS = NAVIGATOR S, G. T. FPHORNELL,

CREW~ W/ 0., P.-8, C. T. BOWMAN -3, C, T. S/MiTH-3. C. T. BARTON,

-BASE BASTIA IJADDALENA-

Yoyember 27th 1943,

On November 27th,about L0 o’clock in the night,German military
authorities arrived on the place, Thisg firatAGermanfgatrel was com
manded by a marechal, Among the four Germans,one performed the fun_
ctions of interpreter, The patrol left the piace at about 12 o'clock
in the night after e summary reconnoitring and after having warned
the presents of the possible danger of some bombs not explosed pou_
ringhout here and there in consequence of the shock and unbinding

f the plene,

Doctor Giuseppe Ratti,phisucian of Follo, (Spezia) after a visit
to the mortal remains,affirmed that each aviator found his death im_
nm%iage% .beﬁa%ie in the terrible shock felling down the brains came
out o e skull,

November 25th 1943,

A group of Germens came in service of vigilance. A Germen officer,
helped by specielized men, dentif’ed the mortal remeins,through the
doecuments in the unifora, '

Under the path called " De 1l'aets df fant® ",l7ed,near a bomb not
explosed,the mortal remains of Cept. Betts, At his neck a smell plate
of acknowledgment was appended with the number [ ,3.1 ’.431. He had a
hand banded with gauze;he was perhaps wounded before the disaster.

Quite closed to the said path,were Letween thenselves the nmortal
remains_ of the navigabor Phornell end of sjc.t. Bowman,both placed
upon 2 bush,in piti?gl cond? tions,

Over the same path lied the mortal remains of s.c.t. Smith,of big
sizeg. In the low part of the abdomen,a lage and deep wound was
noted, '

The s.c.t. Barton mortal remains were in the carling: a leg and
andarm were carbonized;he lied resting his head;a hand was hiéh rai_
sed, :

i In the pocketbook of some aviators,ltalian banknotes have been
found
- ./.



The interpreter,s Germen thirty yeara old aboubt,tall,
flaxen haired,kind way of dealing,born in Ca‘ro from an &n%liah
mother,resident with his family n Hollerd,loving the italian
msic,cuest during the piece of Count Sforza in 7ilan,engineer,of
refined le&rn{n§,ah0wed & ?hoto of s.c.t, Smith, He posed erect
in the middle of an alley in his sergent uniformshe locked tall,
good-Llooking, face brightened by & smile of interior joy;in the back
of the stege was a green ?ark of trees, The_ inbterpreicr showed
another photo,for identification card,hali~length portreit,

' very good looking girl posed,delicate features of the face,
nice routh,usvy heir,perhaps dark-haired,mild and inteii seuv look, ~
look ful of sad smile:she mas the fiancée of s.c,t, Smith,

~ The inberpreter with sorrowfulness replaced the two phobos
‘n B#s pockelbook of the fullen,one near the olher with the pro_
ot se tokend them to Smith'’s family a8 soon as the war will be over.

The German authoritiics sefd that every personal document
which is found,wfll be sent to the International ‘ed Oross,

"he rmpaaines,the board’s tooks,e Liguria mep,ibe cord with
the sddress written on of 9mith were consiened to the marechal
of carsbinier? of Niech del Golfe., ‘

. ., . uring the day we were tbld that on November 4t at aboul
yI5° in the evening,enother “nglfsh plane hed {allen dow r uhe
mountains st Polverara’s west,nésr Bovecchic (Hifeed del Golfo),

~ £5 soon s bthe bodfes had been fdentified,al night-fall
the Cermans left the place of the mishap.

November 20th 1943,

L » py ,.‘.,.k ...Gt UUPTRSUBRUAL Jreigeen IO S—— . S . R P e
4 Lhu.‘& :icu.b (=3 Wiida TaB X ;/..,T;&,,Su. &6 TaGkh &30C0Luci wiLe 4 Gl\ihfc".‘su 3

hills;eech broght on his shoulders & bier;they looked very sad ben_
dfne the'r steps to "Venturello" to recompose the mortal remains
of the fallen,esch in his own coffin,

e Oerman off*cer of the day bvefore and the local subhori_
ties,asoisted the rewotfon of thote nembers,consacred by the su,
blime martyr, ,

The Cept, Betts matricular plate was na’led up n%s coffin.

Lt [ ¢’clock ‘n the afternocon,the five coffins were sel n
a lire ‘r the Tolversra’s oratory,expecting the funeral honours.

Trey hove been fixed for the following daytthe relipious
aﬁeséin catbolic rite,at [0 o’clock; the military ones,at [i o'clock
about . :

The mortel remains will be buried *n the Polverara’s com
+unal cénetery,cne near the other ‘n a ares properly chosen,

November 30th 1943,

in the worning Lhe coffins hed beer transferred {rom the
oratory to Folverare's Church, lear the high altar was the turulus
of the coffins wrapped "n bleck cloth. 10,5’ hrsiuomen and boys
ut contirucusly flowers of inmmerable end vivid hues on_the cof_
Pina:burned wex-candles and *ncences;colummns of smoke rolled up
the 157hts in smaell clouds,diffusing around acrid perfuie,whilst
a songz vibrated through the sad afrjthe emobion by degrees arised
in everybody’s soul.

A
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5 instent before the tranport of the coffins from the churen
to the ce*et&ry.; asked the Ter-en vttrpreier,@ha wea not the se_
we of the day beforel= Lg you allow R TR Ty b hutw**uig the cof_

‘us dar’ng the uraﬁsferr,“;_. = Ju'be es »ar be looked el me
and coldly and ro 3u1v &nsﬁeis"~ ho P -,

! nag’=Tesofal v Y1 tary r*:*@*inwat on wa? oub the C?HFLL;‘%~
patienbly watt near the co elory®s gmbe. Inpatient perhups te sub_
ract  yery sgon the fallen ~r ¢ Lhe L@reman; pa‘ed howie frow the
poepuletior %,

debuween two 1'nes of erowdycel’tle bhe coff'na; *n cvery eng
ce, N every gealure,’n every “t* fuds Wun oXpresst on of ,adnesw ig
marked,

[ upkold & coffin ro;m one s'de and I thirkie*] vy hons **@ht ]
heve aliske bLhe youns aviabor a ﬁan&.ﬁheﬂ he was to librate towerds |
the blue sky,'nstead of Lu's ~foge of woed; ff «y arms night have |
grurace the ah*n s body of the Pero while he wes pire towards the
extrere sacr’ T oe, mtead of these wood sla hs. .

. welked &vd u”ha;uni that tus od w»*rﬁ . wmould defend it
for ¢ 90180 of pride that =uie e Tarvent f%” £ aenae of Sorrow
wh*eh Lorrented quelf

“he aolfins bud bean 1epant Led on the edgﬂ of a large dfbeh
1 bhe ﬂe**& a7 %he caw&tﬁi . The newe of the fellon was wr!tien
w~th 8 wene’l,on the cover rf aueh coffin,the spectaiity Lo wnich
the av'ator belo: R LE ja ipned efter in chelk,and then & pro:rea_
niv& nunber , As the Jerman officer was ‘na hurr{,& had no_ time to
gopy the rare and bhe surneme;. could only eopy the speciality ard
the number es lollows:

Tapt btano i
Pilota 2 - ) o
S ' Touerieloon ;
Tuncher i
‘Merazliere 5 ‘
'n you see,the ap@ﬁ%algtyca ave been written n iteliar erd
‘n Ger-anj the writ'ny of the sord ® Cberfeloc® 1?3 rigteken; the
wor: “ Tuncher " weans raiioclelesraphist,
"he Servan offfetr +:lls w'bh 2is nave &Vﬁf inllen ; the fa_
set3bt miltita~mer al ev'r¥ appealanawer ®fth & ~uns valfe;; the
;erran. saluts 1tftony are

le _l Le s more strictly fixed on his

-

ihe »&ar Betis “«u«l’ ’u
coffir's ccvaf .

Le T&,“i the ighuration,lnst huran pity,?s nearly 19nished.

“ro the flelde which surrourded bhe ce e.ery, hundreds of
persons, cee frov the velley of the Vere,from Spezfe,lcoked with
sormobion; the 1ftile bo' e“f vhes support by the'r rarends,'n
order to gan bebter se t%e younzer ¢li b ur the walls,

(re after gmvﬁxer he cotfirs were let down ‘n the cormon L
ve,erapped and war-ed by the sutvomsl sunarine,whfch shines for th
zlory of the hercs, (I

it laat Ltelfen lard falls or the eceffina,making dull notse,

'vgrytz ‘1 ¢ a donezthe erowi rpeos back hove, The fa%c*st~ i
1ittla gnd the s@r'avs,wgilat L e‘ S0 wey exprofo ?ue~r rouble for
bio gorgeous gerevony erd for ¥ the tr&a& quent? by lxawera of
p"!f‘" ta tz H "s*.’.i

ind of the cronie h'astorfesl,follows supplevent,

(i) The last coffin enlering from the cemetery pule,’s the
cof fin of the Zapt, Bebtts,

= --o0ccloooe
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Supplement.

-

T———
in the future,when peace will blossom in the world,you,rela_
tives end friends of the five fellen,'n "Venturello",will perhaps
walk,as piigrims toward the clods dye purrled of the blood of your
dearest. ' .
Then,'f you will reed agp‘n this supplerent,you will find a geogra
vhie information of the place,:hiich will be useful on your walk.
Polverara lies on a chein of mountaing at Spezia north_ east,
it is far frows Spezie nine klometers and half about.
it is 400 mebers about on see level, t has 460 ‘phabitunts
about;th’s number of country en arised a good deal during the pre_
gent war in account of the afollal®.

ibinerary.

T

(ne arrives here from Sypezfa coming trough La Chisrpa and through
la Foce on Aurelia roaq, , . . « ,

One coves down passine lurelia road as fer ¢ (Benedetto and pre_
ctaely +35 7AR AS the Cprugele bridoe.

Here arrived,one leaves ihe ‘urelia road end one turns to the
r*wip towards & secundary road,practtcable for carriagesjcelled Gra_
VeEiiu o .
& ifter a walk of thirty minutes,one arrives to a tavern;one leaves

the fGraveglia road and one follows a rough road, Fifty minules about
after one errives at Polverara, ,
This village 18 divided in three groups of housestlornello-Valle,
the low part; Olivo,most populous;Torre,the higi part. '
u0'ne from lhe Torre,alons a path cenducling to Joule Croce, — ——
one arrives,ten minules after,at " Venturello",
The cernetery is near the ghurch *n the neighbourhcod of Clivog
the jurfsdiction belonzs to Ficed del Jolfo ‘unie¥palily; this chief
place ‘s ov Aurclia road,after 5, Denedetto ( [ have it above rentfoned)
and faresands=~ ‘ _ ,
Rioed del Golfe¢ ‘w far fron Upezfa ten kilovelers,
Hormally good aubo services sre made on Aurelia road,

Plane’s msterials,

It seems to me necessary bto give some news aboub Lue euploy
of the plane’s materiad, -

First 14 seeved the ble Oermans wanted take Lhe whole material;
“then only some pneurat?cs, [nstead,the inhumation of the victims,the
(ermans renounced to everithing,perhars in account of the difficulties
of the transport, \

The b is why some Folverara’s country-en,and soe of {he
re? ghborehood,cleaned the place of the desester ¢f the broken pieces,
and someone,selling ther,ppined sone money.

Bub all th's has no ‘rpertance at all;l will say sonebny about a
fact that i3 impcrtant forhis woral ard waterial meaning.

soon after the fall’rg ¢f the plane,scie counlryren,who after
enlisted themselves with the pertisang, n & motent that the cerabl_
nier! were absent,took off,in the n'ght,three miiratlleuses in ve
good condftions,

S0 the inglfsh sviabtors arms passed ir the hands of ven of
di fferentsnabbonal’ ty,but of the sawe faith, Very seldo . Lhe destiny
wants that the erms of the fallen continue to be used al the same aim
aesired by the dyings , Thesc oflrailleuses will employed,on accouny of
favourable clreumstances al iLhe sauwe aim,and at any shot,the mortal
remaing of the five “nglish aviatoras will shudde o% pride;because from

: /o



from their offins th i of A Tl ,mt other horos
wtth the!y ers et ‘b}":f"- 35: ﬁ ane
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This 1 ta»«zor*al hes been pmilered,wlth ecournic i £eiel
by AT _,ﬁ",_,’i, resiéent *n la “TLLIA ¢ Via BAGC..
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